Montreal, February 1, 2007

Honourable Stockwell Day, MP, P.C.
House of Commons
Ottawa, ON K1A 0A6

Honourable Minister,

We are deeply concerned about the state of health of Mohammad Mahjoub, Mahmoud Jaballah and Hassan Almrei, who are presently detained at the Kingston Immigration Holding Centre (KIHC), also known as “Guantanamo North”. As of today (February 1, 2007), Mohammad Mahjoub has been on a hunger strike for 69 days, and Mahmoud Jaballah and Hassan Almrei for 58 days.

As you know, these three gentlemen have been detained under security certificates, a procedure which the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention has clearly denounced in the conclusions of the report drafted following their visit to Canada in June 2005. The rapporteurs were particularly critical of the fact that the persons detained in these circumstances never had access to the evidence used against them and of the lack of efficient procedural means to challenge their detention.

In its report, the United Nations Working Group on Arbitrary Detention, made the following recommendation:

The Working Group recommends that detention of terrorism suspects be imposed in the framework of criminal procedure and in accordance with the corresponding safeguards enshrined in the relevant international law, in particular articles 9, paragraph 3, and 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, to which Canada is a party.

We are scandalised by the fact that the promises made by the authorities following a previous hunger strike, such as access to an education program and a library, and better access to health-care services, were not kept. According to the information received, no appropriate medical care has been provided since September 10, 2006. This is all the more disturbing in the context of the considerable length of the present hunger strike and of acute pre-existing medical problems, such as Mohammad Mahjoub’s hepatitis C, presumably contracted in prison. That being said, we are also deeply concerned about the negative effects on the psychological health of the prisoners of being excluded from society, of being unable to re-establish their reputation, of being detained in conditions incompatible with the standards currently in force in Canada, and of having as only alternative the choice between indefinite detention and deportation to torture. Furthermore, confinement to their cell without the possibility of exercise one hour a day outside the cell — as required by the United Nations Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners - can only aggravate their physical and mental distress.

The conditions of detention of these prisoners also impose unbearable stress on their respective families. Considering the distance between their homes and the detention center, the cost of transportation and long-distance telephone calls, the families are forced to limit their visits and phone calls. The prohibition of all physical contact during visits is particularly hard on the children. We wish to remind you that these prisoners have never been accused or found guilty of any crime.

The most recent news on the health of the prisoners point to signs of physical distress which could very well lead to death. The lack of medical attention and monitoring in these circumstances is both tragic and unacceptable: it shows a total lack of concern on the part of the government for the lives of these men. Should the worse happen, the government will not be able to shrug  responsibility.

In order to put an end to the hunger strike as quickly as possible, we ask you to meet the families of these three men without delay and to name a mediator with the mandate to resolve the present crisis.

We thank you in advance, Honourable Minister, for your attention and for the steps you will assuredly take to remedy the present intolerable situation of these three prisoners, 

Yours truly,

Warren Allmand, 

Ex-Solicitor general of Canada

Jean Claude Bernheim, criminologist

Président, Office des droits des détenus
Nicole Filion, president

Ligue des droits et libertés
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