Montreal, March 12, 2026

Mr. lan Lafreniére

Minister of Public Security

Tour des Laurentides

2525, boulevard Laurier, 5¢ étage
Quebec (Quebec) G1V 212

By e-mail: ministre@msp.gouv.gc.ca

SUBJECT: Request for an administrative inquiry into systemic problems surrounding BEI
investigations under section 279 of the Police Act

Mr. Minister,

We are relatives of people who lost their lives or suffered serious injuries during police
interventions that led to investigations by the Bureau des enquétes indépendantes (BEI).

We are writing to you today because you have granted the request from the Mayor of Longueuil
to conduct an administrative inquiry into the sources of alleged breaches of legal and regulatory
obligations by her municipal police service following the death of the young Nooran Rezayi, last
September 21.

Given that the precise scope of this administrative inquiry remains to be defined, we ask that you
go beyond the situation denounced by the director of the BEI in the two letters addressed to the
director of the Longueuil Agglomeration Police Service (SPAL), which the mayor of Longueuil has
also taken note of.

Indeed, this is far from the first time that the police force involved has delayed notifying the BEI,
contrary to section 289.2 of the Police Act, or that it has encroached upon the BEl's investigative
jurisdiction by collecting witness statements before the arrival of the BEI team, as the BEI director
laments in her written correspondence with the SPAL.

Moreover, several other police forces involved have also had their conduct criticized by the BEI
in the past, as indicated by at least 47 letters from the agency's direction, sent between January
23, 2017, and November 25, 2025, which have been made publicly available through access to
information. All letters are available online here.

In addition, several other highly concerning issues lead us to seriously question the BEI's rigor and
professionalism.

We are referring here to a BEI press release on the results of one of its investigations, in which
the agency misled the public by stating that the involved police force had fulfilled its obligations,
when in reality, its director clearly violated section 289.2 of the Police Act by failing to report the
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incident to the BEI, despite a citizen suffering a serious injury requiring hospitalization following
the police intervention.

In addition, BEl documents obtained through access to information demonstrate that the
organization had to correct several of its online press releases because they contained an
alarming amount of inaccurate information.

The BEI’s lack of professionalism was also evident during several of its investigations.

Significant pieces of evidence were simply ignored—for example, bloodstains at the scene of the
police intervention that were never collected by investigators for analysis.

The examples of this inexcusable negligence are so numerous that we are entitled to question
their deliberate nature.

Especially since the BEl itself was convicted by the Court of Quebec in the case of Celik c. Bureau
des enquétes indépendantes (2021 QCCQ 4921) for publishing a biased press release about the
intervention by your former police force that cost the life of Mr. Koray Kevin Celik, 28, in lle-Bizard
on March 6, 2017.

“This is not a neutral text. This demonstrates neither independence nor impartiality,” the court
noted in a judgment that was unanimously upheld on appeal by the province's highest court, the
Quebec Court of Appeal, in Procureur général du Québec c. Celik (2023 QCCA 1590).

The BEI's scandalous decision to use a criminalized and discredited police informant—who wasn’t
even present at the scene of the police intervention—to inquire about vulgar rumors about the
victim and his family in this same case demonstrates that the BEI was far more interested in
investigating the young man who died before his parents’ eyes than in the conduct of the four
constables from your former police force involved in this preventable tragedy.

We are therefore not surprised to learn that Ms. Joanie Beauregard Caplette’s 2023 thesis in
French, entitled “Challenges and Issues Associated with the Collaboration of Former Civilian
Investigators and Retired Police Officers at the BEI,” confirms what we already suspected: the
existence of a “dominant police culture within the BEI.”

We, who have had the painful experience of dealing with the BEIl, are unable to trust this
investigative mechanism.

Because almost ten years after the BEIl was put into operation, it is unfortunately clear that we
are far, very far indeed, from the "additional guarantees of independence, impartiality, and
transparency" that your predecessor as Minister of Public Security, Mr. Stéphane Bergeron, spoke
of when Bill 12, which provided for the creation of the BEI, was tabled on November 29, 2012.

This is why we ask you not to limit the administrative inquiry you announced last December to
the alleged misconduct of the SPAL in connection with the intervention that cost the life of the
young Nooran Rezayi.
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We therefore submit that the administrative inquiry should also shed full light on the following
issues:

1. The disciplinary or other consequences of the alleged wrongdoing outlined in the other
letters that the BEI direction sent to the involved police forces;

The systemic nature of these alleged wrongdoings and their impact on BEI’s investigations;
The quality control in the drafting of BEI press releases;

The BEI's lack of professionalism in conducting its investigations;

vk W

The BEl's systemic bias in favour of the police officers involved in the events it is
investigating.

Whatever action you may take in response to our request, rest assured, Minister, that the sad
truth about the BEI will eventually come out.

Yours truly,
Cesur and June Celik

Parents of Koray Kevin Celik, 28, killed by the Montreal Police Service in lle-Bizard on March 6,
2017. Several violations noted. BEI file 2017-008. BEI file 2017-008.

Tracy Wing
Mother of Riley Fairholm, 17, killed by a bullet to the forehead fired by Slreté du Québec officers
in Lac-Brome, on July 25, 2018. Several violations noted. BEI file 2018-019.

Marszalik family
Father seriously injured by Sherbrooke Police Department officers on January 21, 2024. Several
violations noted. BEI-240625-001 file.

cc

Mrs. Catherine Fournier, Mayor of the City of Longueuil, mairie@longueuil.quebec

Mrs. Jennifer Maccarone, member of Westmount—Saint-Louis and Official Opposition Critic for
Public Security, Jennifer.Maccarone@assnat.gc.ca

Mr. Andrés Fontecilla, member of Laurier-Dorion and Second Opposition Group Critic for Public
Security, Andres.Fontecilla@assnat.qc.ca

Mr. Joél Arseneau, member of fles-de-la-Madeleine and Third Opposition Group Critic for Public
Security, Joel.Arseneau@assnat.qc.ca
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